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altered the boundaries of the Council Pro-
vineces. That constitutional peoint was raised
and disallowed. Apart from that, I hope
and trust the same reasoning and allocation
will not be part and parcel of the Commis-
sioners’ instroctions when they got ouf to
fix the boundaries of the Council Provinces.
Before sitting down, 1 should like fo say a
word or two about the difference in the ero-
nomic¢ value of our svuthern lands, parti-
calarly in the vieinity of the Xalgan Plains,
due to the application of saperphosphate
und the sowing of c¢lover seeds. All aroun:|
that centre there is a vast area where really
rood settlers have demonstrated that it is
practicable to fully develop that land by those
means. That land dressed with super and
sown with clover is eapable of carrying at
least one sheep to the acre, while much of
it will earry two sheep to the acre. There
is a vast extent of that country, I do not
krow how many thousands of aeres, but not
far from its termination over the Stirling
Ranges we come into one of the highest pro-
duction wheat districts in the State. There
we touch the Borden country and the Gnow-
angerup country. In consideration of the
proved value of those lands by settlers on
the spot, T am hoping that there will be
ennstrueted a continuation of the Karlgarin-
Lake Grace railway from Lake Grace
throngh the Stirling Ranges over the Kal-
gan Plains and right down into the Port
of Albany. That is a national job, and I
hope an entirely new classification of those
lands will be made. We have had a most
unfortunate classification down there. T am
rnot complaining of it, but it was nrrived
at before we knew anything of clovers or
of the natural effeet of superphosphate.
Since the application of those two factors,
the whole economic value has been changed
and we have now justification for building
a line through what was thought a few years
ago to be almost valueless eountry. I have
pleasnre in supporting the motion.

On motion by Hon, E. H. Gray debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL WATER
SUPPLIES.

Mr. THOMSON (for Mr. Latham} usked
the ’remier: 1, What amount of money was
spent on the Narembeen water scheme un-
der the Migration Agreement? 2, What
amount was spent in the FKsperance distriet
on water ~upplies under the Migration
Agreement.

The PREMLER replied: 1, £63,488 8s. 1d.
2, £64,961 15s. 114.

QUESTION—ALSATIAN DOGS,

My, LINDSAY asked the Minister for Ag-
riculture: 1, Is he aware of the resclution
carried at the eonference of Ministers of
Agriculture, held recently in Melbourne, Te-
carding the introduction of legisiation in
the various States to destroy or sterilise
Alsation dogs? 2, Does he intend to intro-
duce a Bill this session in conformity wili
that resolution’

The PREMIER (for the Minister for Ag-
riculture) replied: 1, Yes. 2, The recom-
mendation contained in the resolution iy ve-
ceiving consideration.

QUESTIONS (2)—APPRENTICES,
Trade Quota.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What is the quota of apprentices
to journevmen in the different trades for
which the State Arbitration Court has made
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awards? 2, The nuwmber of apprentiecs
actually registered in the different {rades!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The answer to this question really involves
a return which covers five pages of closely-
typed matter. T hope that I will not Dbe
expeeted to read it, bhut that it may be laid
ot the Table,

Railway Workshops Quota.

Mr, SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Railways: What number of apprentices is
permitted by the different awards operating
in the Government Railway Workshopz and
what number is actnally engaged?

The MINISTER ¥FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Number of apprentices permitted
under awards—391. 2, Number actually en-
zared—236.

QUESTIONS (2)—LAND SETTLEMENT.
Residence Conditions.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
imnds: 1, Is 1t a fact that while the resi-
dence conditions are strictly enforced upon
selectors of conditional purchase land, Par-
liamentarians are exempty 2, If this be
50, will he announee the reason for grant-
ing such favours to Parliamentarians only?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1.

Peel Estate Blocks.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Is it o faet that certain portions
of the Peel Estate are heing held in reserve,
pending negotiations with citizens or the
Government of Malta, or both, the object:
heing to release such land for the purpose
of settling Maltese migrants? 2, If so, be-
fore any agreement becomes effective be-
tween the Government and those concerne:
in Malta, will the Government agree to (a)
present to the House a copy of the agrec-
ment upon which the reserved land will he
disposed of to the Maltese; (b) Give West-
ern Australian citizens preference to the
land on conditions similar to those con-
tained in the agreement?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, No negotiations are pending with the
Maltese or any other Government, and no
arrangements whatever have been made in
respect to Maltese migrants, 136 improved

bloeks in the Peel Estate have already been
made available to the public under ordinary
conditions of settlement, and & number of
these are stitl open for application by any
British subject. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—SHEEP DISEASE:

Mr. FERGUSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is it a faet, as reported in
the Press on the 29th July, that after threo
or fonr years of investigation the origin of
the Braxy-like disease in sheep has been
discovered? 2, If so, will he make public
at an early date the results of the investi-
gations, in view of the necessity for sheep
uwhers to adopt any known preveufive
measuves to counteract the ravages of the
disease ?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for Ag-
riculture} replied: 1, The immediate cause
has been discovered, but further investiga-
tions into other factors are necessary. 2,
The known facts have been published in the
Journal of the Council for Scientific and In-
dustrial Research, Volume 2, No. 2, page
100. Further reports will be published on
completion of investigations now proceed-
ing.

QUESTION—DRIED FRUITS ACT,
EXTENSION.

Mr, FERGUSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: Is it his intention to intro-
duce this session a Bill for the extension
of the operation of the Dried Fruits Aet,
1926%

The PREMIER (for the Minister for Ag-
riculture) replied: Yes.

QUESTIONS (2)—FEDERAL ROAD
GRANTS.

Money Unexpended.

Hon. G. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Does any of the money available
under the Federal Road Grant up Lo the
30th June last remain unallotted and un-
spent? 2, Tf so, how mmuch.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes. 2, Of the amount of money avail-
able under the Federa! Road Grant up to
the 30th June, 1929, the amount unexpended
is £579,943, ont of which £3,713 15s. 1d. is
unallotted.
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Moncy Withheld.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What amount did the Federal
Government withhold from payment in re-
spect of road work done by the State Gov-
ernment during Januavy, February, and
March of 19277 2, Wax the work done by
day labour?

The MINISTER FOR WOUKS replied:
The information sought hy this question has
been given to the House on ~everal occa-
sions previously and ix: 1, £30487 s, Gid.
2, Petty eontract and day labour,

QUESTIONS (2)—GROUP
SETTLEMENT.

Field Supervision Coals, Bussellon.

Mr, BARNARD asked the Minister for
Lands: Would it be possible to supply par-
ticulars of the cost of field supervision of
the group settlements in the Busselton dis-
triet for the last financial year, giving each
item of expenditure separately?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
The information will take seme time fo get
out, and if desired, the hon. member must
move for a return.

Valuation Board’s Keport.

Mr. BARNARD asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, How many valuations have been
completed by the Group Settlement Valna-
tion Board? 2, When will they be made
available to the settlers and the puhlie?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
A return giving the information desired
was laid on the Table of the Honse last
evening, and notification is being sent ‘o
the settlers concerned.

QUESTION—DILLON CASE.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minisler for Jus-
tice: 1, Has he perused the report of the
Royal Commission appointed to examine
the Dillon ecase? 2, If so, does he propose
(a) to compensate Venetia Dillon; (b} to
take any steps to prevent similar irregu-
larities in future; (¢) to trace and punish
the guilty party?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2 (a) No. (b) This aspect
is under consideration. (¢) Efforts bave
already been made to this end.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motion by the Premier, se~-ional com-
mittees were appointed as follows :—

Library Committee—Mr. Speaker, Mr,
Angelo and Mr. Corboy.

Standing  Orders  Committee — Mr.
Speaker, the Chairman of Committees,
Hon. W. J. George, Mr. Lathatn and My,
Marshall,

House (olomittee—Mr. Speaker,
Chesson, Mr. Lambert, My, Stubbs,
Mr. Teesdale.

Printing Committee—Mr. Speaker, M.
PPanton, and Mr. J. MaeCallnm Smnith.

Mo,
and

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motions by Mr, North, leave of ab-
sence granted for two weeks to Mr. Tees-
dale (Roehourne), and for three weeks to
Mr. Angelo (Gascoyne) on the ground of
urgent public business.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.
Debate re<umed from the previous day.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [4.42]:
This is the fifleenth oceasion on which I
have had the privilege of taking part
in the debate on the Address-in-reply.
Probably there will be very serious
changes in the personnel of the House
when we meet to disenss the next
Address-in-reply, and [ may be one of the
members affected by the change. No mat-
ter how much we may criticise each other,
however, I think it can fairly be said that
each section is honestly imbued with a de-
sire to do what it considers bhest in the in-
terests of the State. T have remarked on
previous ocecasions that the present Pre-
tnier should be ealled “Lncky Collier.”
Though, as Treasurer, he has many worries
and troubles, and is expected to do much
work with a limited amount of money, there
is no gainsaying the faet that when he took
ofice after years of depression, most of
which was due te the war, he was lucky
cnough tn reveive the henefit of the efforis
of Federal and State members to impress
npon the Commonwealth Government the
many disabilities suffered by Western Aus-
tratia under Federation. When the find-
ings of the Federal Royal Commission were
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given effect to, Mr. Collier was fortunate
enough to be the Treasurer to reap a very
substantial benefit in the shape of the
amount granted by way of a disahilities
grant.

The Premier: No, the taxpayers were the
fortunate ones, because every penny of it
was given away in redueed taxation.

Mr. THOMSON : Nevertheless the Treas-
uwrer was fortunate in having available con-
siderably more money that enabled him to
reduce taxation.

Mpr. Sleeman: That has heen said on every
Address-in-reply since.

Mr. THOMSON: And I am saying it
again. It ig certainly true that he used por-
tion of it to reduce the income tax hy 33
per cent., and that portion of the first yea.r’s
grant was earmarked for assistanee to min-
ing, the balance being applied in reduction
of the then deficit. When the Treasarer
budgeted for s surplus, and got a small
one, I in common with others was disposed
to be optimistic regarding the financial
future of the State; but it is to be regretted
that while the Treasorer budgeted last year
for a surplos of £04,198, he closed with a
deficit of £275,968, or £181,770 worse than
he anticipated. I shall not enter into n
close serutiny of the finances at this stage,
because opportunity for that will arise on
the Budget; but I trust that before the
Estimates are submitted the Auditor Gen-
eral’s report will be available, so that we
may be enabled to make a close dissection
of the State’s finances. It is true that we
have £350,000 in a suspense account, but
I do not think that even for one moment
will the Treasurer eclaim this amount as
having been saved by any administrative
act of the Government. Rather is it an-
other of the lucky events in the history of
the present Administration. ‘While this
State has not much to thank Federation
for, we ean at least tender to the Bruce-
Page Government our recognition of their
aetion in enabling the Western Australian
Parliament to ease the burden of tazation
for a period of five years. I am hopeful
that the savings effected through the Finan-
eial Agreement will be utilised to reduce
taxation. May I suggest to the Premier—
I think this should appeal to him now
that he is interested in the farming indus-
try—that there should be a restoration of
the exemption up to £250 in respect of all
land deemed to be taxable, and, further,
tbat where income is derived from utilisa-

tion and cultivation of land, only one tax
should be paid. The Premier has probably
realised from personal experience the un-
fairness of the imposition of the land tax
on the primary producers, and the burden
it represents to them. I hepe, therefore,
that the £350,000 in suspense will be
used to relieve the hurden now Pressing
heavily upon the primary producing sec-
tion. As I have stated here previously, out
of the amount of the disabilities grants,
200,000 has been used for reduction of the
income tax by 33 per cent, £163,924 h.s
been earmarked for assistanee to mining,
and £200,000 has been applied to reducing
& former deficit. I hope that no portion of
the £350,000 now being saved in payment af
intevest and sinking fund through the Fin-
aneial Agreement, will be utilised for the
reduction of our defieit. Tt shauld rather
be upplied to lessen The undue burden of
taxation wpon the whole of our people. The
Governor's Speech mentions that the whaat
position looks mueh more prowising, That
fact, fortunately for the State, arises
Erom the misfortunes of other parts of the
world interested in primary production.
Eight or nine weeks ago the ontlook of the
Western Anstralian wheat industry was cer-
tainly far from promising. Everyone in the
State, and especially the Government in
their desire to push the 3,500 farms scheme,
must feel greatly encouraged by the im-
provement in the price of wheat. We are
hoping to have a harvest of from 45 to
90 million bushels. With present prospects
we have every reason to belipve that thal
expectation will be realised. In New South
Wales and in portions of Vietoria and South
Australia the prospects of the wheat farmer
are unsatisfactory owing to bad seasons,
and we have every reason to be grateful to
the Creator for having granted ug a highly
promising season with an abundance of
rain that practically ensures a profitable
harvest. If the forecast of 50 million
bushels is realised, it will mean more work
for our people, more revenue for the Rail-
way Department, and more taxable incomes
for the Treasurer. The wool position, unfor-
tunately, is not equally satisfactory, How-
ever, we ghall have fo increase our wool
production, and by improved methods it is
hoped that where we now ¢arry one sheep,
we shall be able to carry two or three. In
that way we may be able to meet the PosL-
tion created by the reduction in the price
of wool. Wool growers are entering upon
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a campaign to encowrage the wider use of
wool. Et behoves every member of this eom-
iunity to realise that the wool industry is
the fnaneal backbone of the Common-
weaith. If a position unsatisfactory anu
nnprofitable to the wool producers should
arise, I fear that Australia as a whole, andl
parficularly Western Australia, will suffer
vonsiderably. I should like to quote an ex-
wract from the report of & lecture recently
given by Professor L. F. Gibliu before the
Melbourne University on the subject of the
Tarifl. He =aid that people were prepared to
-acrifice absolute necessaries for aleohol and
toharco, whirh played a part in demands
for hizher wages and thus were not in the
prure duxury elass, He called them “conven-
tional luxuries,” The point T stress is thi=:
The professor stated that English tasation
wil necessarics amounted to 13s. per head,
and similar taxation in Australia to 40s. per
head, and that it should be Avstralia’s aim
lo approach the English standard. He went
un to say that the total burden on industrv
through the Tariff could not bhe less than
2b million pounds, and he caleulated that
in the passing on of that tax probably about
£4000,000 would stieck but that ultimately
£16,000,000 of the £20,000,000 would come
home to roost on the primary produncer and
others enguged in ansheltered Industrres
which could not inevease their prices, That
is the considered opinien of a professor of
eronomics dealing with taxation. Therefore
| way it behoves the Government of this
State and all other Governments to endeav-
cenr te reduce the burden which is placed
npon the primary producer, who is not in
a position 1o pass any of it on. Let us give
vousideration to the fact that before the
amendment of the Land and Tneome Tax
Avet the amount raised hy the State Govern-
went by way of land tax was £70,879- ~that
was in 1924—and that the last lond tax, thut
of 1928, brought in £196,301, or an increase
of £125/422. It is plain that the farming
tommunity are paying # very considerable
porfion of the taxation even in this direc-
tion, and I repeat that they are not able
to pasa it on, T trust that the Premier and
his Cabinet. when considering ways and
means of utilisine the £350,000, will bear in
mind the need for relieviny the primary
prodacer of some of his burdens by exempt-
ing him frow taxation where the ineowre is
derived from the utilisation of land, and
for replacing him in the position which oh-
tained prior to the amendment of the
T.ond and Inecome Tax Aet, when the

primary producer paid only one tax
—the land or the ineome tax, which-
ever was the greater. [ would also like
the Government to vonsider the advisability
of appoiuting an appeal hoard to deal with
valnations for land tax aud incowe tax. We
know that the Taxation Department have
appointed their valuers, whn go out into the
country and place their valoations upon
lands. The loval authorities are accepting
those valuations for their purposes, In-
deed, the Taxation Department ave sending
aut an officer to assist rond boards to defeat
appenl= by ratepayers sagainst  valuations.
Thet i+ an urfair attitude tor the Taxation
Dopartment fo adopt. The average man is
not in n position to fight either the Taxa-
tion Department or any other Government
department in the law courts. As a resuli,
! helieve, many thousands of pounds of iaxa-
lion are being paid annunally which would
rot he paid if there were an appeal board
before which the faxpayer could lay his
case. Such hoards exist in other parts of
the world, und eould be brought inte being
here with advantage to the taxpaver, who,
after all, is the man we should eonsider most.
It would be wise for the House o agree
to the appointment of & select committee
to inquire into the incidence of land taza-
tion. Frequently members have made state-
ments in the House indicating that an un-
due burden has been placed nwpon the prim-
ary producers. Tf sueh an inquiry were
authorised, it is probable that mweh unse-
ful information would he collected and
when placed hefore the House, it would
enable members to arrive at an impartial
decision when exercising their votes, T
hope we shall have an opportunity to ap-
point such & select committee. I wish to
draw attention to another avenue of revenne
that has been exceedingly helpful to the
present Administration. A statement ap-
peared in the Press that sandalwood had
diverted £40,268 into the vevenue of the
State. That verv fact proves the wisdom
of the introduction of the sandalwaood lemis-
lation and reculations some time aco. T
helieve in givine credit where it i= Ane, and
Mr. Seadidan, when Minister for Mines, per-
formed a useful function when he intro-
duced the legislation T refer to.

Hon. G. Taylor: It did a great deal of
damage to those who introduced it.

Mr. THOMSON: T am aware that Mr.
Seaddan’s action ecaused a great deal of
criticism.



41 Jroy, 1929.] 71

Hon. G. Taylor: And it was due, too.

Mr. THOMSON: At any rate, the action
taken by Mr. Scaddan has since proved
indeed profitable to the Treasury and of
advantage to those engaged in the sandal-
wood industry, When we cast our minds
back to the time when this question was
discussed in Parliament, and econtemplate
the many pages in ‘‘Hansard’’ that were
necessary to cope with the speeches of
those who were opposed to the move, it
must be admitted that we should pay a
tribute to the Alitchell Government, and
particularly to the then Minister for Mines,
for having introduced that legislation. I
notice that the revenue for depsartmental
and other services has inereased by £53,222,
compared with the returns for 1928. Rev-
enune was received for the financial year
ended the 30th June, 1928, amounting to
£1,602,548, while during the last financial
year the revenue under the same heading
amounted to £1,655,770. A considerable
sum of money has Dbeen spent in connec-
tion with the group settlements. Fre-
quently the quesition has been raised in this
House as to the diversion of interest into
revenue. I think it is admitted by the Gov-
ernment that they have taken into revenue
the full amount of interest debited up
against group settlement. Although the
money cost but 13 per cent, the full cur-
rent rate of interest, less that percentage,
has been taken into revenue. It would he
interesting to know just how much interest
and compound interest has heen included
under the heading of “departmental reim-
bursements.” I am just wondering if we
shall be able to ascertain the amount of in-
terest debited to the group setilements and
that taken into revenue when the Anditor
General’s report is made aveilable to us.
Last night we had placed before ns a re-
port dealing with the revaluation of some
of the group settlement blocks. I shall
quote from the figures that have heen pub-
lished in the Press, which, I take it, I ean
regard as approximately correct.  Those
figures show that the capitalisation of the
327 holdings dealt with amounted to
£1,113,197, and now the valuation placed
upon them is £379,775. That means that on
the 327 holdings that have been revalued
out of the total number of 1,742, a sum of
£733,422 has been written off. We must
endeavour to be just to all sections and
therefore it must be agreed as inevitable,
in connection with any large group settle-

ment scheme, that a considerable sum of
money must be written off in due course.
Irn my opinion the Mitchell Government
must accept the responsibility for £244,474
of that amount seeing that that Government
were in power during one-third of the
period the group settlements have been in
existence. It is logical and fair to say that
the present Administration, seeing that they
have heen in power for two-thirds of the
period, must accept vesponsibility for
£488 948,

The Minister for Health: What were we
fo do? Were we to drop them altogether?

Mr. THOMSON : I eongratulate the pres-
ent Minister for Lands upon having faced
the position. I wish to draw the attention
of the House and of the people of the
State generally to the fact thai when the
present Uovernment came inte office, a
Royul Commission was appointed to go
into the group settlement yuestion exhans-
tively. The commission submitted a report
Lo the House, but members were never given
an opportunity to discuss it from the com-
missioners’ point of view. The present
Government must accept responsibility see-
ing that for three years while the present
Agent General (Hon. W. C. Angwin) was
in charge as Minister for Lands, no attempt
was made to deal with the position. When
the present Minister took charge, the at-
tempt was made. For that reason I ¢laim
that the Government must be held respon-
sible to the extent [ have indicated. T
want to be quite fair from that point of
view., We must, of course, expect a eon-
giderable amount to he written off, and in
speaking as I have done, I am not decrying
or condemning the development of the
South-West in any way. Perhaps I should
draw attention to what is probably the
worst instance of writing down. One hold-
ing in Group 43 was responsible for a eapi-
tal expenditure of £7,704, on which there
was aecrued interest amounnting to £1,932.
The capital value now placed uwpon that
block by the Valuations Board is £1,100.

The Minister for Railways: That was an
umalgamated block.

Mr. THOMSON: The present value is
not equal to the amount of aecrued interest!
It makes the position worse if the block is
an amalgamated one.

The Minister for Railways: No fear!

Mr. THOMSON: It is worse, from the
State’s point of view. On that partieular
block there was a total indebtedness of
£9,636 and now the total valuation has been
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brought down to £1,100. It shows that we
ure faced with a very difficult position.

Mr. Sampson: Reappraisements have al-
ways been necessary in any hig develop-
mental scheme,

Mr. THOMSON : Quite so.

The Minister for Railways: It merely
shows in this instance {hat the block should
never have bheen taken up.

Mr. THOMSON: T am merely dealing
with the position we are faced with to-day.
1 am not for one moment eriticising the
value placed upon the holding by the Valua-
tions Board. To-day we have the Group
Settlement Board in addition and despite
all that has been done by that board, we
liave fewer group members than formerly.
If T am wrong the Minister will be able
tu correct me when he speaks at a later stage
but, so far as I know at present, while sup-
reme power has been given fo the Board,
subject only to the Minister, the overhead
expenses in Perth and expenses in other
dirvections have not been reduced.

Mr. Sampson: Butter production has in-
creased by leaps and bounds,

Mr. THOMSON: [ am not dealing with
that phase; I am prepared to admit that
butter produetion has increased.

Mr. Sampson: To a wonderful extent.

Mr. THOMSON: We know that is the
pusition. 1 am not dealing with that phase,
but with the writing off of the money. In
connection with the particular bloek I have
referred to, close on £10,000 was spent on
it, and yet in the opinion of the valuers it
is to-day worth less by £3G0 than the ac-
rrued interest on it. In view of these facts,
it is very pleasing to us, as a party, fo
know that the presenf Minister for Lands
has given effeet to a policy that we advo-
vaterd vight from the inception of the Group
Seitlement Scheme. We advocated placing
the control in the hands of a board, and
the present members of the Group Settle-
ment Board are doing their work to the
hest of their ability. T do pot say that mis-
takes are not nade. To say that wounld be
to state an absurdity. I recognise that the
tiroup Settloment Board has to shoulder
grave respousibilities and a heavy burden,
just as the Valualions Board has fo do as
well, The Qovernment were fortunate in be-
ing able to secure the serviees of the chair-
man, who will always give a fair
deal to Dloth the State and the settler.
T am sure the other members of the Valua-
tions Board are imbued with the same
spirit. I am not in any way cavilling at

the reductions that Lave bLeen made in the
valuations, nor am I adopting the attitnde
of “I teld youn so.” In view of the amount
that hus heen written down in respect of
the 327 hlocks that have Leen dealt with so
far, I consider we must get away from the
present system of admini-tration. When
the Minister for Lands speaks, I am sure he
will give us information regardine his in-
fentions. For my part, I am convinced that
we must et away from the present system
of contrel from Perth and of control by
field supervisors. These men, or many of
them, are just as sincerely desirons of mak-
ing s snceess in the group areas as are our
wheat-belt people, and I want them to have
cvery opportunity for working out their own
destinies. Now that the values have been
placed upon the blocks, I feel sure the re-
sult will be beneficin]l to the State. The
member for Swan referred to the increased
butter produetion. We are all delighted
that the South-West and other paris of the
State are responding so well to the nse of
superphosphate and that with the introduc-
tion of eows the prospeets of the dairying
indusiry ave very satisfactory indeed. While
there are quite a number of people who
strongly object to what is known as the
Paterson butter scheme, we cannot get away
from the fact that the Scouth-West, through
that scheme, has benefited by the inereased
price received for butter fat. On a very
low estimate that benefit means anything up
to £35,000 or £40,000 per annum, and this
State is not contributing one peuny toward;
it; it is beinz borne by the producers in
the Eastern States.

The Minister for Mines: Not by the pro.
ducers, but by the consumers. What are
vou ftalking about?

Mr. J. H. Smith: Do you ¢bjeet to that?

The Minister for Mines: No, not alto-
gether; vet I do object to the hroad prin-
ciple.

Mr. Sampson: You do not object to the
principle of hich duties.

Mr. THOMSON: T am quoting that to
show we are deriving some benefit from the
Jabours of the producers in the Eastern
States. I hope the day is not far distant
when we shall be able to produce the whole
of ocur butter and other loral requirements
within the State. There is far toe much
money poing to the Eastern States every
vear for commodities that could be and
should be produced in Western Ausiralia.
T want to eoncratnlate the Government upon
having brought into effect quite a consider-
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able nuher of the planks in our platform,
planks the adoption of which we advoeatesl
in 1924 and azain in 1927,

The Minister for Mines:
noticed bitter oppuosition
{rom you and your purty,

My. THOMSON : The Minister is not cor-
veet in that statement. 1| am going Lo show
that I have strongly supported these vavi-
ons things; hecause they were part of on:
policy and so 1 waa anxious to see them put
into effect.  We certainly advoecated that o
board of practical men should be put in
charge of group settlement, That has heen
done by the present Govermment. Then
we advocated that a Fair valuation should
be placed on the holdings, so as to enable
the settlers properly to earry on. Again
that has been done by the present Govern-
ment. We urged thai greater publicity
should be given to the affairs of the State.
Here I am delighted to take an opportunity
to pay a tribute to the exeellent work heing
done by Mr. F. R. Mercer, the State pub-
licity offieer.

The Premier: I do not know what w»
should have done hut for the adviee given
us by vour party.

My, THOMSON: | am very glad tha
you acvepted it. HRecently Mr. Mercer waz
sent over to Melbourne by the Government.
There he did excellent service for the State
by his articles in the Press. Certainly he
secid to have a tacility For getfing in the
Eastern 1’ress a  considerable amount of
publicity for this State. Also he broadeast
through the wireless a very interesting dis-
cussion upon the eentenary festivities that
are to take place here in September. T may
also say that, judging from my own exueri-
enve and frow the views of people with
whomt 1 camie into contact in the East, T
found over there a new and quite differ-
ent opinien as to the future of Western
Australia. That has heen bronght ahout
larzely by the excellent work of our State
Publicity Department.

Hon. (i. Taylor: Not of the Government !

Mr, Sleeman: I thought it was the Coun-
try Pavty doing it all.

Mr., THOMSON: T should like to say
here, as T said recently in the Press,
that in my opinion it would pay West-
ern  Austraia to open offices, one in
Melbourne and one in Sydney. The
Premier last night, when replying to
the debate on the Supply Bill drew
attention to the fact that quite a large num-
ber of people were coming over here from

Yet 1 bave
to us and them

the lastern States. May L say also that
I know of a large number of people in the
Kastern States looking for opportunities te
invest their money and to hetter their own
pusitions. 1 know of no State otfering bet-
ter opportunities to those desirous of im-
proving their positions than dves Western
Australia. If we had offices in Melbourne
and Sydney, I teel sure they would greatly
henelit the State and would more than re-
pay the Government any expenditure in-
curred in their establishment. I am very
pleased to think thut we as a party advo-
cated the appointment of a publicity officer
and the securing of greater publicity for
Western Australia. We also thank the Gov-
ernment for having brought in an amend-
wment of the Industries Adsistance Board on
the lines suggested by us and put up as
part and pareel of our plaitorm, The Min-
ister for Health a little while ugo said we
never gave him a vote. On the many oeca-
sions on which he has required votes for his
department he has never found me in any
wiy unsympathetic towards him and bis
mlministration.

The Minister tor Mines: Lixeept on the
Nospital Bill, the ehief thing T wanted.
You opposed that bitterly.

My, THOMSON: T did so beeanse T and
my party are opposed tu any inereased
taxation—that again is ane of the planks
of our platform—until such time as we are
satisfied that we are getting full value for
the money being expended. Some of us are
not qnite satified abont that. .[ am hoping
that we may be able to get further planks
of our platform adopted, such as the ap-
pointment of a public accounts committee,
and the appointment of a publie works com-
mittee from members of this House. This
would enable us to give to the affairs of the
State a little eloser serntiny than we ean
do to-day. Whilst allegedly we are in econ-
trol of the affairs of the State, the Govern-
ment are in absolute control because they
have the majority in the House and ean
spend the money—F do not sav waste it- -
in any manner they choose. It would be
in the interests of the State if we could
Lave those two committees, I want to com-
mend the Government, and the Minister for
Health in particular, on the establishment
of eountry hospitals—which was another ot
the planks of our platform. Also in season
and out of season we have advocated the
banding over of metropolitan activities to
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the people ol the metropolitan avea, tha*
they should have a board of works and
should be in a position to levy their own
Tves, exercie local control and, out of
any profits, reduee the charpes upon the
public.  The Premier, in reply to a recent
deputativh, snid that he and his Govern-
nient  were  davoursbly  disposed  towavds
that prope=ition. | saw that in the Press,
aml 1 hope the scheine will be brought into
avcomplishivent one ov these duys,

The Prewier: Ave you suve you huve uni
token all these thinus from onr platform,
instead o1 owr having taken them trom
yours?

Mr. THOMSOXN: No, we have not.

The DPremier: Why, most of them werc
on our platform hefore your party were in
existence.

Mr. THOMSOXN:  This is the policy on
which we went to the country in 1924 and
again in 1927,

The Preniier: Yes, but you have taken
these things from our platform.

Mr. THOMSON:  No, the statement-
made by the Prewier in 1924 and 1927, i
scrutinised, will show no refercmce to o
large number of matters I have diseussed
aud which to-day are in operation.

Mr. Panton: Since we are putting your
policy into operation, why worry ahoul
shifting ox?

Mr. THOMBSON: The people will deeide
that. We think we could put them into
vperation to hetrer effeet than you have
done. For there are restrictions. Take the
metropolitun  markets, another of our
planks.

The Premier: We resumed the land for
the markets in 1912.

Mr. THOMSON: Of conrse, hut nothing
was done,

The Premier: Tecause we went out of
wftice hefore anything ¢onld be done.

Mr. Latham: The Country Party sup-
ported your Government in the proposal o
establish the arkots.

My, THOMSON: Yes, we supported the
Government in thai rerard. 1lad we been
charged with the appointment of the tros-
tees, we wounld have had more thou one rep-
resentative of the primary producers on
that trust. Because those men who send
their produce to the market arec the men
who bave te pay interest and sinking fund
on the cost of thoze markets.

The Minister for Railways:
get that ont of the consumers.

Mr. THOMSOX: Xothing of the sort.
The consumer dees not pay. !t is the pro-
ducer who pays for sending bis stuif to the
market, the commission ou welling it, thu
auetioncer’s eharges- —evervthing is debited
up to the producer.

The Premier: To the buyer.

Mr. THOMSON: XNo, to the seller. The
buyver does not pay anvthing at all.

Mr, Lindsay: If there happens to be
glut, the buyer gets what he wunts for prac-
tically nothing, while {he producer has tu
pay the cost.

Mr. THOMSON : I hope there will be nu
periods of glut, for if there iz any sectiou
of the community that shonld get a reus-
vnable price for commodities, it is the pri-
wary producers’ section. I say again that
we were entitled to more than one repre-
sentative on the board of trustees,

The Minister for Railways. Whom dv
yor mean by ‘“we’’?

Mr. THOMSON: The primary producers
whom we here represent.

The Premier: Why, there are more farm-
ers on this side of the House than there
are on your gide!

Mr. THOMSON: We claim that we rep-
resent the producers.

The Minister for Railways: Oh, of coursen.

Mr. THOMSON: We know whom we re-
present. We maintain that we have a rural
poliey.

The Minister for Railways: So have we,
and a very suceessful one.

The Minister for Mines: Yours has been
collared from ours.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 am glad the Minister
is so optimistic as to think he can persuade
the people that we have copied his policy.

Mr. Sleeman: Who had the policy first?

Mr. THOMSON: I do not think we
should come down to policier and platforms
just now.

Mr. Withers: Youn had hetter keep off
thermn.

Mr. Panton: There will be no poliey left
for youn soon.

The I’remicr: You will have to get out &
new one.

Mr. THOMSON : Part of our poliey was
that we should have central Government
offices. No doubt the Government will say
they have already spoken ahout that, but
we were the first to bring the matter be-
fore the public. The Government have now

No, they
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appointed a committee to see if it is pos-
gible to select a site upon which central
offices can be erected. I hope the Govern-
ment will soon he in a position to present
a teport as to what can he done, Ivery
member will agree that the present unsatis-
factory housing of our departments in var-
ious parts of the city is far from economi-
cal, and must he unsatisfactory to Minis-
ters as well as to the public.

My, Clydesdale: The Government House
grounds should be the place.

Mr, THOMSON : I hope we =hall receive
a rteport from the committee hefore long.
I wish now to deal with the 3,500 farms
scheme,

The Minister for Mines: I suppose you
inaugurated that.

Mr, THOMSON: No, we are not in a
position to inaugurate anything.

The Premier: Surely you suggested it?

Mr, THOMSON: I will refresh the Pre-
mier's memory. This is enlled from our
policy speech delivered in 1927—

Wo believe a comprehensive sclieme of rail-
way construction ghould be drawn up by the
Railway Advisory Board in consultation with
the Lands and Agticultural Departments. Tt
is considercd that from Southern Cross in the
north to below Ongerup in the south, streteh-
ing out east far heynnd the Esperance-Norse-
man railway, we have a large aren of land
suitable for settlement. We believe that the
immigration seheme, which makes money avail-
ahle for ten years at an average cost of 14
per ecent,, shouli be fully availed of for the
purpose of opening up that vast area of land
and making it possible for land seckers to
obtain farms under the terms of that agree.
mient. We should Dborrew the money and put
into effect our policy of railways preceding
settlement, thus providing land for immediate
sattlement,

I do not say that we inaugurated the 3,500
farms scheme, but I do say that at the last
alection ours was the only parfy definitely
te put that forward as a concrete scheme.
It is included in the 3,500 farms scheme.
Let us be fair to each other, and admit
that our section had the foresight to wis-
ualise what could he done with that large
area of land now awaiting development.
We ean with justice claim that, though we
are not in a position to bring to aectual
fruition any of our ideas, we had the fore-
sight to foresee what could be done. I
bope that every farmer who goes out there
will make & success of his holding.

Mr. Withers: And will realise who made
il possible,

Mr. THOMSON: The Federal Govern-
ment, by virtue of the terms of the Finan-
cial Agreement, under which the money is
made available, are responsible.

Mr. Withers: And those who took ad-
vantage of the opportunity.

Mr. Lindsay: Who would not take advan-
tage of money at 1 per cent.] No other
Government had the opportunity,

Mr. THOMSON: No other Government
has had the opportunily to develop the
State under sueh favourable conditions,

The Minister for Railways: Or have done
their work so well.

Hon. G. Taylor: Or failed so ignomin-
iously.

My. Panton: Do not forget the Country
Party.

Mr. THOMSON: The Country Party
play their part, and will continhue to do »0.
Parties may come and parties may go but
the Couniry Party will go on for ever. In
the Speech there is a statement that two
survey parties are making investigations
into the guestion of & 4ft. 8iin. railway
gauge from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle. If
& Public Works Committee were in ex-
istence, and had to lay down a policy for
the construction of railways, a projeet such
as this would be examined by it hefore a
decision was arrived at. According lo the
Speech a railway survey is heing carried out
from Southern Cross to Salmon Gums.
That is news to me. It is an indication
of the intention of the Govermment ta con-
struet 8 line from Southern Cross to Sal-
mon Gums. That is at variance with the
plans that were published in ithe Press
showing the railway construetion in those
areas. I always thank God that the decision
regarding a route does not rest with mem-
hers of Parliament. When in a distriet
there are three or four sets of persons each
wanting the line to run in a different direc-
tion, the Parliamentary representative is in
an unfortunate position. We have, how-
ever, an Advisory Board occupying a post
of trust, and advising the Government
where, in their opinion, railways should he
built. I do not know whether the opinion
of that board has been sought as to whether
it is desirable to construct this line from
Southern Cross to Salmon Gums. I should
like to know whether that opinion has been
obtained. The estimate of the cost of eon-
strueting a 4ft. 8Yin. gauge railway from
KRalgooriie to Fremanile is not yet avail-
able. No doubt it will be submitted in due
course, Between those points we have the
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aveepted mauwe for Western Australia,
namely, 3ft. Gin. This railway has served
the whole of the requirements of the infer-
vening conniry for the last 25 years. .Ap-
parently the Government ave acquiescing in
the survey of a line that will for the most
part run parallel to the existing line, and
will pass through districts that are alrendy
~erved by the 3ft. 6in. gavge railway. We
are talking of opening up and developing
a 3,500 farm~< <cheme. To show thal the
Government have {aith in it, and in the
arca hetween Southern ('ross and Ongerup,
right acros~ tu the Msperance-Norseman
Railway, they are already surveying the
tine hetween Southern Cross and Salmon
Gums. It -eems confrary to the law of
evonomivs thal we should he econsidering
the tearing up of the present Kalgoorlie to
Fremantle railway, when the proposed 4ii.
8iin. gauge vailway could branch off
from Kalgoorlie or Coolgardie, run sonth-
ward, and then pass through portion of the
new area that it is proposed to develop. Tt
i< estimated (hat onr railwavs are costin:
us L9,000 a mile. Unless I am misiutormed,
this State will be nsked to tind only une-
~iath of the cost ot the wider gauged rail-
way between Kalgoorlie and Fremuntle, It
i~ estimated that the line will cost £12,000
i mile. 'We ave faced with the necessity for
opening up and developing an area of iand
which 35 devoul of transport facilitic., and
vet it is proposed to waste money in von-
structing thi- railway in place of an exial
iz onr My oopinton is  that  the wider
watige railway shoubd run from Kalgoolie
via Cornigin aml Brookion, thus takier in
rantes alveady authorvised. This could iw
done of a cost of £€2,000 a mile, which
wonld be the State's contribution, as against
£5,000 which is the estimated cost of State
ratlways. If we are foreed to adopt the
other scheme, we shall he acting in oppeet
tion to the law of economiex and shall not
be getting full value for the money ex-
pended.

The Minister for Railways: It
uther obligations with it.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes. Apparently the
Government are acyuieseing in the survey,
hecause it hu~ been mentioned in the Speec.
' my sugyestion were adopted, the (ov-
ernment could build a ratlway through the
territory it i= proposed fo develop at a eock
of €2000 a mile. They are now proposing
fo somander a million and a half of money,
for this is what it would cost to eonstruci
a raibway porallel (o the one whieh alreadly

bring=

eXists.  Furthermore, this would have the
cffect of disrnpting the whole of the rail-
way service. A proposal was put forward
and endorsed by Sir James Connolly,

The Premier: That is vour policy, too?

Mr. THOMSON: I Lave Tere the map
that appeared in the Press. I am only giv-
ing my own views, aml endeavouring to
draw attention to the waste of money that
will be involved.

The Premier: Have you iade any cal-
culntions as to the difference involv.d in
the mileage?

Mr. THOMSOXN : No.

The Premier: Tt is 140 miles to the Norse-
man line,

Me. THOMSBON: T do not say we should
go down as far as Norseman.

The Premier: And 70 miles to Salmon
Gums.

Mr. THOMSON : The line could branch
ofi at Kalgoorlie or Coolgardie and fravel
south on a parallel ronte as far as Corrigin
and Brookton. The Brookton- Armadale line is
already authorised, and the Government ave
anticipating coustrmeting railways from
Southern Cross to Salmon Gums,

The Premier: Such a line as you suggest
would not replace that railway. It runs at
right angles to it.

Mr. TITOMRON: It would save a con-
siderable amount and would pass along
routes already authorised. It -would pre-
vent the waste of money involved in fear-
ing up railweyvs that are already supply-
ing the vegnirements of distriets befween
Kalgoorlie and Fremantle.

Mr, Corboy: It will toneh practieally none
of the new settlers.

Mr. THOMSON: Oh ves, it will,

Mr. Corboy: T know.

Mr. THOMSON: The bhon. member does
not know: he only thinks he does.

My, Wenneallv: interjected.

My, THOMSOX: The hon. member is al-
wiys tasting aspersions on other members.
1 know what [ am talking about and I
would not do what the hon. member sug-
pested the other night when he advoeated
that we vhonld reduce production and thus
provide more work. I am expressing my
own views and I hope some notice will he
tuken of them. Let me now deal with a
matter that atfects my own district,

The Premier: The new ome or the old
one?

Mr. THOMSOX: Beth.

The Premier: You are not cbliced to re-
fer 1o the new one vet.
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Mr. THOMSON : This is not a joking
matter so far as the seitlers are concerned.
When I first eame into Parliament in 1914
the railway went out from Katanning only
as far as Nyabing. TUnfortunately owing
to the war the extension that was then auth-
vrised was not earried out for a considerable
time and very few of the original sattlers
wure nble to hang on. TUltimately, however,
the extension was constructed from Nyabing
to Pingrup and immediately production in
that district advanced by leaps and bound-.
Land was taken up and speaking from
memory, between 60,000 and 70,000 hags
of wheat were carried to Pingrup station
last year. It inevitably follows that when
people are a long way from the head of
the line they have to battle under adverse
conditions. That is the position now in
many cases and the desire is 1o seeure the
cxtension of the railwayv to Take Magentn.
We have waited by way of deputation on
the Government and we have put our ease
forward. I was fortunate enouszh to induece
the I'remier to visit that part of the
State and see for himself what had been
done there. He listened to what the set-
tlers had to say, but the posiiion to-day
seems to be that, until the comprehensive
scheme of railway construetion is earried
out, that part of the State will have to
stand still. T am hoping that the Premier
will yet see his way to submit for the con-
sideration of Parliament this long-discussed
and long-promised comprehensive scheme of
railway construction. I think the Govern-
ment are following the right lines in re-
speet to that seheme, by which we may be
able to develop the land in that part of the
State. Still, hope deferred maketh the heart
siek, and there are many settlers who have
been battling out there for years. Tt is
poor satisfaction to them to know thai un-
til such time as the ecomprehensive scheme
i dealt with, nothing can be done. That is
detrimental to the settlers and to the ad-
vancement of that part of the State, T
trust, therefore, that we shall soon learn
what is to be done. Tt is not fair to the
settlers to keep them in the dark much
longer and therefore T am hoping that an
aunouncement will zhortly be made and
that the people concerned will be in the
happy position of looking forward to the
early construetion of the railway. I wonld
like to see the Premier submit a Bill for
the construction of a line from Pingrap io
Magenta because that line must eventually

hecome part of the comprehensive scheme.
1t is important that that part of the State
should be developed. It is said that if you
persistently ask you will ultimately gain
vour ohjective. The settlers concerned have
been persistently asking for years, and I
am hopeful that their efforts will soon be
rewarded.

Mz, Corboy: If something is not done
soon, many of them will have to leave there.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, and they are a
fine type of settlers.

Mr. Corboy: 1 think the problem there
is more a question of mileage.

Mr, THOMSOXN: The matter alfects my
old electorate as well as what will be my
new one; it may safely be said to be fifty-
fifty. When I was eleeted in 1914, the On-
gerup disiriet was very promising and the
then Minister for Works (Mr. W. D. John-
son) when at the head of the line in 1911,
promised the settlers that the extension
would De carried out from Ongerup to
Needilup as early as possible. Unfortu-
nately the settlers of Ongerup went through
a trying time, but that has been overcome
aud to-day they are in prosperous way. The
same remark applies to those at Needilup.
[ certainly feel! that some consideration
should he given to this extension. When
spexking on the Supply Bill last night, I
dealt with the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook ex-
tension.  That, too, is in a portion of my
new as well as my old electorate. I wish
1o ~bow the disabilities under which some
of these people are labouring. Under the
heading of '*Pastoral’’ these remarks ap-
pear in the (fovernor’s Speech.—‘The de-
velopment of the elover helt in the Greaf
Southern and South Western portions of
the State is having a marked influence in
the development of the industry.”” That
refers to the sheep industry. The settlers
along the Bayup Brook-Cranbrook route
were promised many years ago the early
construction of the railway. T congratulate
the present Government on having fulfilled
their promise to authorise the construction
of the line and T am hopeful that before
they vacate office mext year or later they
will make o eommencement with the work,
I draw attention to the fact that many set-
tlers took up that land on the promise of
the early construction of the railway. Some
of them are not very hopeful about the ful-
filment of the promise and in eertain in-
stances the seeond generation are now ex-
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pecting the line to be built. This railway
is essential if we are to develop the elover
belt and there is ne¢ gainsaying the faet
vight through the country through which
the railway will run, elover will thrive and
that in those distriets where a few years
ago they talked about one sheep to seven,
eight, nine or ten acres, with top dressing
now and the planting of clover, the result
will be one, two and three sheep to the
acre.

Mr. Marshall: They will be good men
to be able to bring that about,

Mr. THOMBON: They are doing it and
what I have said can be supported by evi-
dence. The position is that super is neces-
sary for the establishment of pastures in
that part of the State and on the subject
of super I wish to give an illustration as it
was submitted to me by a settler, a man
who is 23 wiles from Cranbrook. His eart-
age cost him £2 10s. 0d. That is, he has
to pay ls. & mile to and from the railway.
The cost of super is £4 10s. 6d. and the rail-
way freight is 7s. 104, making a total of
£7 14s. 4d. Take the settler who is only
seven wiles from the railway. His super
eosts £4 16s, Gd., his railway freight is also
7s. 10d. and cartage lds., a total of £5 18s.
4d. The minimum rjuantity that will enable
a man to obtain the cheap super rate is six
tons and on his eight tons of super he bus
toc pay additional cost, Thus le
is more furtunate than bis neighhour who
is only 10 miles away., The amount of £10
16s. represents top dressing for 02 acres
and that means, with one sheep to the acre,
an average of G2 sheep. If this is not pos-
sible through lack of eapital, we have a loss of
£62 to the State, and of course a loss te
the settler as well. 1 am hoping that when
the Premier meets ihe deputntion from that
part of the State next week, he will be in
the bappy position to be able to say that
he can see his way clear to provide funds
for the construetion of the line. That line
will prove a great boon to the settlers. It
certainly is essential to the development of
that area. It will also assist in the devel-
opment of the Wilga coal field and will
place Albany in a better position than it
oceupies to-day, enabling it to bunker coal
for overseas ships. Then there will also be
some timber traflic along that line and we
shounld be in the happy position of export-
ing that commodity from the sareas that
will be served by the railway. In faet, it

will assist every distriet through whieh it

will pass and will be the means of providing

addtional freights for the Commissivner of

Railways and benefit the State generally.

It would also provide work for the men
who are unemployed. I am sorry that the
Guvernment are not in n position to adept
the scheme they put into operation last

year. The Treasurer doubtless will say that

he guite in sympathy with the request but

that he is not in a position to supply the
funds. There is a counsiderable number of

unemployed in the country districts as well

as in the eity, and there is a desire on the
part of many country road boards that the
Government should renew the offer of last
yeuar to provide a pound for pound subsidy
for certain approved works, I believe this
proposal would go a long way to relieve the
present unfortunate tension. Of course, it
it necessary to recognise that there muast
be a certain amount of seasonal unemploy-
ment. Still, my object iv to suggest ways
by which the Treasurer may expend money
to yprovide employment. Donbtless his
greatest diffienlty is to find the money to
provide employment, for I am satisfied he
has received plenly of suggestions as to-
how money could be profitably applied. I
hope the Government will give serious con-
sideration to the question of construeting
the railways I have enumerated,

The Premier: That would be two railwaya
for one seat.

Mr, THOMSON: They are not all in my
distriet. One would go inte the Yilgarn dis-
triet so that would he Afty-fifty. The ex-
tension of the Pingrup line to XNeedilup
would also be fifty-fifty. Coming to the
proposed Boyup Brook-Cranhrook line, part
of it would be in Albany, part in Katan-
ning and part in the Nelson district.

The Premier: Then tler: is the Jurien
Bay line.

Mr, THOMSON: I will leave Jurien Bay
to the member for the district.

Mr. Ferpuson: 1f the Premier will allow
it, I will get that line bwlt for him.

Me. THOMSON: No doubt it would he
built specdily if the Premier gave pernis-
sion. In refening to the excelient work
of the Agricultnral Bank, I have no desire
to embark on a Hshing expedition to ascer-
tain the effect of the Government’s rural
bank proposals, but the Agricultural Bank
conditions eould be considerably improved,
The Ainister for Agrienlinre, in the ecour<e
of a speech at n dinner tendercd to him.
spoke most optindstieally ahout the futies
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of the farming industry. Just prior to that
many farmers had heen just a little doubt-
ful as to whether they would be able to
put in their crops. I do not take any ex-
ception to the policy of insisting upon aid
being given to erop only fallowed land. 1
recognise that in certain distriets the grant
and the super assistance proved most use-
ful, buf the aid was extended to certain
districts only. The funetions of the Agri-
cultural Bank should he enlarged to permit
of short-dated loans being granted. Under
the present sysfem the bank grants an ad-
vance for a certain amount of work. While
the work is in progress the settler ean ob-
tain a draw, and when the work has been
completed he receives payment of the bal-
ance. That, however, is not of much help
to the settler who s not in a position {v
oblain finance elsewhere. The Agrieunitural
Bank holds first sceurity, and thevefore it
is thoroughly safegmnarded. There ave cer-
tain firms who occasionally assist the set-
tlers, for instance by supplying super, bt
it is estimated that assitlunce in that way
costs the settler auything wp to 20 per
cent. Thus the man who requirves assist-
ance most of all is the man who is ealled
upon to pay most tor the assistance granted.
1 cannot see why there should he any ob-
jection to the Agrienltural Bank granting
short-dated loans. Tf the hank made an
advanee in the =hape of an overdraft, the
settler vould pay cash for his super, pur-
chase his maehinery parts, ete., and save a
considerable amonnt of money.

The Premier: That would he inereasin:
his indebtedness to the hank when the bank
has already mone as far as it is safe fo po.

My, THOMSON : That is not so. TIf a
man has land on which 30s per acre has
heen paid for clearing, he must have had
te provide some funds of his own. A while
ago a young Englishman who had a block
of land went out to work and saved £130.
He thought he was a millionairve, but he
soon found that the whole of his savings
had gone. Unable to develop his block any
further, he has wogain undertaken outside
work in order to save a few pounds more. If
that young fellow had been granted a short-
dated loan to enable him to do a bit of fal-
lowing and put in a ¢rop, there would ba-c
heen a certain amount of security for the
tonn, thongh ) admit theve would have been
some risk. At preseot, however, the Gov-
ernment are asking the merchants and store-
keepers to take a risk that they themselves
will not take, notwithstanding that the Agri-

cultural Bank has the first seeurity. I have
to thank the Minister for Lands for assist-
ance granted in the shape of super. When
he visited wy distriet with Myr. Sutton, and
with Mr. Mclarty and Mr. Cook of the
Agricultural Bank, and saw the wonderfnl
development in the Kojonup-Muradup dis-
triet as the result of the application
of super, it was decided to alter the
policy of the bank and grant assistance for
the establishment of pastures. So far as
this poliey goes, it is exeellent, but it does
not go far enough. Tt is all verv well to
assist a settler fo put in a certain amount
of clover and do a certain amount of top-
dressing, hut if he is going to estahlish his
pastures, he must topdress in the second
yvear. If he were given an additiona]l ad-
vance for super in the second year, it would
give him a chance to repay his loan, but if
the pastures do not develop as a result of
being denied the second topdressing, he can-
not carry the requisite stock or make the ad-
vancement that he should do. Greater a=
sistance should be given in this direction.
T the Premier’s abzence the Acting Pre-
mier kindly received a deputation and gave
s @ svimpathetie heaving. We are grateinl
Yor what the Government have done, bat
ve wo.ld have liked the offieiala to o0 a
littie fither. It is a remarkable fact that
at vne singe early in the vear a large nu-
her of setilers were desirous of obtaining
super but the merchants could not supply
them, and the private banks and the Gov-
ernment were sitting back, Not until all
prrties pot together were they abl: to nr-
pwe uf some scheme for grantinr assist-
ance, Ta the Government’s action in mak-
ing available super for settlers in need of
it will be due, I feel sure, a great deal of
the 50,000,000 hushet harvest that we hope
to  gather next searon. Much has
heen  done by  every QGovernment to
assist ounr primarc indostries. I con-
gratulate the present Government on
havinz followed the precedent estahlished
hy Tord Forrest and observed by each sue-
cessive Government. Western Anctralia 3=
a primary producing State and, unless its
primary industries sre developed, we shall
find omselves in a verv had position. I
believe it is being brought home mora
clearly to the ecity people how important
our primary industries are and, apart from
the producers, no <ection of the commuuty
is more enxious ahout the prospects of the
searon than that eomprising the Dhankers
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and merchants, A good season means that
minelh money wiil be put into circulation.
We in Western Australia, faced with the
proapect of soch an exeellent season, have
much te he thankful for.

My, Kenneally: Due to good zovernment.

Mr. THOMSOXN: The (Government elaim
eredit Tor many things and, while they mav
claim credit for the good season, T would
certainly pgive the credit to the Almight~.
However, no one rejoiced more than did
the Treasurer when the rain came, for the
prospeet of ohtaining a good harvest means
w0 much to him.

Myr. Lindsay: The people of East Perth
were complaining that it was loo wet.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, and that they
could not play football on Saturday. When
we consider the unfortunate position of
settlers in New South Wales, Vicloria and
South Australia, we in Western Aunstralia
have wmuch to he thankful for. [ am de-
lighted that, in the terus of the Speech, the
mining prospecls are eneouraging, and T
trust there will he some suhstantial develop-
ment, As a resident of 306 years I do not
forget the deht of gratitnde we owe to gold-
mining for setting the State on the high
road to prosperity. The gold-mining indu.
try has suffered many vietssitndes, and
has ecerlainly suffered more than has an.
other primary industry froni the hieh pro-
tection poliey of Australin. T am olad that
the prospeels are brighter and [ echo the
sentiments expressed that the Wiluna and
other mines will prove all that ix hoped for
them, and that an era of prosperity for
mining ix at hand. Tf T may azain dare to
deal with our poliey, T should like to refer
fo one portion and to thank the Minister for
Agrienltural  Water Sopplies for certain
thing= referred to in the Governor's Speech.

Ritting suspended from 6.15 te 7.30 p.m.

My, THOMSOXN: T desire to congratu-
late the Minister controlling agrienltural
water supplie«. Again I am gratified that
this parts’s poliey is heing carried into
effect. A definite policy of water conserva-
tion in dry areas wmeans an extension of the
roldfields water scheme wherever practie-
able. We would like to sec the new seftler
receive some slight reduction of water rates
under conditions somewhat <imilar to thos-
appertaining to land rents and taxation in
new distriets over a perind of years. We

ulso support the Minister in his explanation
of the equipment of distriet water supplies
where suitable catebments are available,
believe that pelicy is heing given effert 10
in counection with the 3,500 farms scheme.
The (iovernment should, as far as possihle.
provide dam sites on blocks as part and
parcel of the survey.

The Minister for Agvienltural Water
Supplies: We have no right to encronch
upon any land selected.

Mr. THOMSOXN: It shonld be part aud
pareel of the scheme. Inexperienced men
have sometimes put a dam on the wrovy
site.

Myr. Lindsay: And so have the Public
Works Department,

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, on many oee¢a-
sions, When the surveys are being made,
it would be rensonable and practieal for the
surveyor, with his instruments, to seleet anil
mark one or two suitable sites for dams.
This would be a distinet advantage to many
inexperienced settlers.

My, Mann: A good catchment might not
be good holding ground.

My, THOMSON: That is so, and thers
again the experienced departmental offiecr
could advise the new settler advantageously
From both points of view. Now I turn in
road construction. The amount provided
for that purpose this year is €1,250,000, or
£509,202 in exeess of what was expended
last year. Some Ministers have said by way
of interjection that they have nothing to
reply to so far. I lope that when ad-
dressing the House they will be able to ex-
plain why the prozramme of road construe-
tion has increased by approximately 100
per cent. UUndoubtedly it i< es<ential that
we should utilise the Federal subsidy to the
fullest extent. However, while the Con-
monwealth have safegparded their part of
the agreement hy insistine that contract=
thall be enlled, the 3Minister for Works has
somewhat overridden the intentions of Par-
linment in regard te country road boards.
Iring the extraordinary session the mem-
ber for Swan (Mr. SBanpson) azked what
were the conditions applicable to men seek-
in enployment, and he received the follow-
inz reply:—

All men for Government work must be en-
gageld through the Labour Bureau, and in

selecting moen for this work preference is given
as follows:-—{a} Finaneial memhers of trade
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unions; (b) men with dependants in Western
Anstralia, according to the number of their
dependants; (¢) men who have been longest
out of work.

We recognise that that is a poliey adopted
by the Government, but in our opinion it is
a wrong poiiey, even though the Government
are able to give effect to it. In fact, the
Minister is really overriding the Arbitration
Court in connection with road construetion
in country districts, and is also overriding
the authority of the Main Hoads Board, a
body which Parlinment intended to he free
from politieal control. 1 shall new read
what appears in a weekly publication,

Mr. Lambert: What publication is it?

Mr. THOMSON: The hon. member cnn
aeeept it from me as being faivly corrvect.

Mr. Lambert: We have a rvight to know.
On a point of order, Mr. Speaker, are we
rot entitled to know the authority which the
hon. member is quoting?

Mr, SPEAKER: Does the hon. member
object to giving the name of the paper?

Mr. THOMSON: I shall be only too
pleased {o supply the name later on, If it
s the desive of the House that that should
he done now, 1 have no ohjeetion.

Mr. SPEAKER:

Mr. THOMSON: [ have no desire to
evade the issue, Sir. 1 am about to ruote
from the “Westralian Worker” of the 26th
July. 1 assume that one may reasonably
aceept the statements ot that paper as be-
ing correct. | find bere the following re-
marks by JMr. A, J. Watts, Braneh Secye-
tary of the AW.U.:—

L feel confident in aaying that if it had not
been for thoe Federal Government demanding
that the Main Roads Board must call for ten-
ders in open contract, we

That is, the A.W.T.

would have materially inercased our mem-
bership by at least another 600 or 700 members.
The couniry roads boards have been suecegs-
ful in numerous instances with their tenders.
Lotal men have secured the work, whilst scores
of others have aceepted piece-work in the way
of sub-contracts, and in doing so have violated
the hours, the wnges, and holiday eoncessions
won by the union members.

T think it is only right.

According to this report, one is not to be
permitted to take a econtraect, or try to met
out of the ruck, or do a little hit more than
under ordinary conditions.

Many of the nen employed would not think
of joining the union. 'I'he Minister for Worka
(Mr. Alex, McCallum) must be given credit
tor the fight he has put up with the Federal
Government to maintain the union rates and
conditions on main road contracts, and it be-
hoves every man (o see that bie geis those rates.
‘During the past monih the union has been
able to collect a fair amount of mongy for

:nemberahip through the aection of the Minis.
er, :

That is not in aceordanee with the tradi-
tions of government in this State. Cer-
tainly the conditions impesed upon country
road hoards by the Minister in overriding
the Arbitration Court do not tend to reduce
the cost of production or to increase employ-
ment. Those conditions are embodied in the
specifications to which the country road
boards have to do their work of construe-
tion and maintenance. They are eonditions
not laid down by the Main Roads Board,
but undoubtedly included at the direvtion
of the Minister for Works. Forty-four
hours being the result of an agreement made
between the Minister and the union, he
lays it down as a condition that the labounrer
must be paid £4 3s. per week, plus 2s. on
recount of the basic wage, and plus 6s. dis-
triet allowance. The existing award does
wot apply to country road boards; yet the
Minister is insisting upon the observanee of
those conditions, whi¢h are uot in aeeord-
ance with the award. The 0s. per week dis-
trict allowanee is an additional taz uwpon
the revenues of the State, and one which is
unjustified, seeing that there are scores of
men in the country districts who are de-
sirous of obtaining work. One of the
troubles with which we are faced fo-day is
high costs, including the high eost of living.
How ean we reduce costs in general, or
the cost of living, it we adopt a polisy such
as that instituted by the Minister for
Works in overriding an arbitration sward 7
Again, if we adopt the policy enunciated by
the member for Bast Perth (Mr, Kenneally?}
the other evening, that to reduce produetion
and work fewer hours will ereate more em-
ployment——-
Mr. Kenneally: That is untrue.

Mr. THOMSON: Tt 1s the statement that
appeared in the Press.

Mr. Kenneally: Ii did not appear in the
Press, either.

Mr. THOMSON : I believe I read it there.

Mr. Kenneally: The hon. member read it
in his usual biassed way.
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. Mr. THOMSON: By stopping work we
were to become prosperous. Let me point
out the comditions imposed in the country.
Those developing our lands to-day do it
under witteh more expensive conditions than
pertained to the period before the war,

Mr, Panton: Does not that apply to every-
thing?

Mr. THOMSON: We are prepared tu
udmit that the price of everything has in-
creased materially, However, we are faced
with the position that the State of Western
Australia and the Commonwealth as a whole
will not be brought into a condition of pros-
perity by the policy I bave described, In-
stead of foreing up the cost of everything,
as hags been done, we should vather aim
to reduce the cost of produciion and in-
¢crease the amount of wealth that can he
produced in the State.

Mr. Sleeman: And lower the wages.

Mr. THOMSON: And reduece the cost ot
living. Thus we shall be able to find moze
work and do away with the appalling ¢on-
ditions obtaining to-day, I.et members con-
sider the position of people in the country
districts to-day. A man may be desirous
of ereeting n home for himself there. Peu-
ple in the city can get their homes erected
and the workmen on the job will he paid the
preseribed rates. If a man in the country
desires to have his home ereeted, he has to
pay 3s. a day, or 30s. a week, on top of
those rates, because the workers are away
trom home. Thus people who are nof in 2
position to pass on these inereased costs are
being loaded up day by day in consequense
of such actions hy the unions and, in thix
partieular instance, by the Minister. They
should realise that in the long run these
additional costs and exitra charges ave
nierely detrimental to the workers them-
selves. 1 would repeat what I urged last
session after | returned from abroad. I re-
iterate that it is high time the leaders
of the Labour movement returned to sanity,
and endeavoured to assist in the develop-
ment of the country rather than take sueh
actions as result in retarding its progress.

Mr, Sleeman : Yes, get down to coolie con-
ditions!?

Mr. THOMSOX: T wanlt to again em-
phasise the point that in consequence of the
actions of those who are now interjeeting,
a firm that was desirous of manufacturing
agricultural machinery in Western Austra-
fia was prevented from doing so.

Mr. Panton: You gave us that 12 months
ago.
Mr. THOMSON: And I repeat it now,
becanse it is pregnant with significance.

AMyr. Panton: That is a matter of two
years ago now.

Mr. Sleeman: If your people patronised
the firms that are already in existence, more
men would be employed.

Mr. THOMSON: I will again place the
facts before the people.

The Minister for Works: Arve you going
to read your own speech now?

Mr. TIIOMSON: 1 am going to refer to
it.
The Premier: You are the only member
of Parliament who quotes his own speeches!
Your remarks at this stage need not be
printed, as they are already in ‘' Hansard.’’

Mr. THOMSON: That is how the Pre-
mier deals with an important guestion that
hears heavily upon the people of this State!

The Premier: This is the modesty of the
man !

Mr., THOMSON: The Government are
forcing up the cost of production in every
direction. I shall show that by their very
actions and the actions of those hehind
them, they have caused loss to the people
of this State. T quoted the figures last
vear to show what would have heen saved
had the unions and the Government per-
mitted the estahlishment of works here hy
Mel{ay Bros. Ltd.

The Minister for Railways: We have
had that about six times now; give us somne-
thing new!

Mr. THOMSON: Ax T pointed out pre-
viously, the workers lost something like
£157,189 that would have come to them as
wages. They lost that beeause they refused
to allow their fellow workmen to engage
under piece-work conditions. The secretary
of the A.W.U. objects to workers in the
country districts taking on jobs at piece-
work rates, which would enable them to
earn a little more money. He insists upon
the men working under conditions that Lhe
union preseribes. Not only did their action
mean the loss of £157,189 in wage~, hut
the wnions loaded the machinery available to
the farmers of the State to the extent of
£132,000. We have unemployed men here
to-day. Probably sume of {hem are capable
of going into n machinery shop and earn-
ing an honest living, but they have been
deprived of that opportunity. To-day the
housewives are begging for food =o that
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they ean feed men who are hungry and are
nnable to secure work. Depuiations have
waited upon the Government and still there
are men in Perth who are desirous of seeur-
ing work, hut are unable to find it. Yet,
forsooth, we have a party in power whose
poliey it is fo say to these men who desire
work and cannot get it, “We will give yon
preference of employment provided you
belong to a union. We will not allow you
to work under piece-work eonditions, even
if you want to da so, it we ean prevent it!"
Then again we have in office a Minister
who has foreed his policy upon the country
road boards. Much of the work that is
keing done by the local authorities at pres-
ant is on the inaintepance of subsidiary
roads. While the local authorities arve
pleased to have the advantage of the finan-
cial assistanee that is available from the
Federal Aid Roads Grant, which means the
expenditure of an average of £2,000 in each
district, they resent the conditions that have
been imposed upon them by the Minister
and which, I believe, are contrary to the
law.

Mr. Lindsay: Have the Federal Govern-
ment agreed (o those conditions?

My, THOMSOX: No, but the Minister
has [orred hiz policy on the loeal authori-
ties, without even the authority of the Arhi-
tration Court. The Government are wrong
in the policy they have adopted of foreing
their conditions upon the eountry road
boards. Tt will be interesting to note the
attitude the road hoards will adopt when
they come to discuss that partieular phase.
I find that during my absence last session
the Minister for Works charged me with
making a statement in this House regarding
the Esperance railway. T will quote the
Minister’s remarks because the memher for
York (Mr. Latham), in my absence, pro-
duced the minutes of the Industrial Gaz-
ette,” which 1 had looked up and upon
which 1 based my remarks. I have
pointed out repeatedly in this House that
the policy of the Country Party is in favour
of contract work, We believe in tenders
being ealled in ¢rder to have an opportunity
to check the costs of varvions department:.
It was an amazing thing that as soon as
the Federal Government compelled the pres-
ent Administration to eall for tenders for
road econstruction, in accordance with the
terms of contract uunder the agreement, the
price of road construction was reduced vory
materially. That is what was disclosed by

a statement that appeared in the Press.
Therefore there is jusiifieation for the atti-
tude the Country Pariy adopt when we
stand for the contract system in prefer-
ence to the present condifions imposed upon
the industries of the State by the present
Minister for Works. I am not attacking
him personally, but the policy of the Gov-
ernment of whiech he is a member. After
tlie member for York had heen good enough
to place certain particulars before the
House on my behalf, relating to the plate-
layers’ award in connection with the Norse-
man-Salmon Gums 1ailway construstion,
the Minister made the following statement
ir reply—

The statement made by the Leader of the
Country Party was that the union had foreed
on the Government a policy of railway comn-
struction that would not admit of mare than
half a mile baing laid per day; that the Gov-
ernment had submitted to the dietation of
the unien, and tbat the Esperance line had
been constructed on that basis,

Unfortunately I was absent at the time, but
the faet is that T made no sach statement
at all. What I said was this—

Let me deal with the railways under conm.
struction.  When the Norseman-Salmoen Gums
railway was Deing extende? towards Esper-
ance, i sitike occurred amd a condition im-
posed upon the department by the union eee-
retary was that only half a mile of rails per
day should be Inid.

The Minister for Works: That is what
T accused you of.

My. THOMSON: No, you put a totally
different construction upon my statement.
You said T had stated the union had forced
the poliey on the Government, whereas I
veferred to the department.

The MAlinister for Works: And who does
the department represent?

Mr. THOMSON: Apparently, in this in-
stance, the Minister, und the Minister im-
posed the conditions.

The Minister for Works: Not the Gov-
erniment ?

Mr. THOMSON: [ also said—

I am informed that that rule, if it ean dbe
g0 called, is in evistenee to-day.

T'he Minister for Works: That is what
[ aceused yon of.

Mr. THOMSON: You did not.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! The hon. mem-
ber must address the Chair

Mr. THOMSON : That is what the hon.
member did not accuse me of. I will read
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the stalement that was made by the Presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court in econnection
with the dispute. He said—

Ou the 16th August last a number of men
enguged in platelaying on the construction of
pottion of the Norsemun-Esperance railway
line veused duty, the reason being that the
engineer in charge intended to earry on the
work of platelaying at the rate of three-
yuarters of a mile per day instead of half a
mile per day, which was the rate at which
progress was being made by the men up to
about the time of the dispute. The men,
tirvugh their agent, Mr. Costello, claimed
that it was unrea<onable that the increased
rute should be adopted even by the addition of
a number of ether men to the working gang,
on the grounda thut certain of the men, known
a8 ‘‘linkors-in,’’ in the increascd gang would
pe required to do more than their fair share
of the work, and ulso on the grounds that the
custom had bheen established among plate-
layers in Western Australia that the laying
of half a mile of rails per day should con-
stitute a day’s work. Negotiations took place
between the Minister for Public Works and
the Australiann Workers® Union representing
the men, bat no agreement was arrived at. A
compulsory conference, under the provisions
of the Aect, was helidl in Perth on the 15th
September, 1926, and a3 n result of that con-
ference an agreement was arrived at that
work be resumed immediately on the basis of
half a wmile of platelaying per Anv . . . .

The Minister places an engineer in charge
of the eonstruction of the railway, and he
should be responsible for the work. On
the other hand, the Minister proctically
over-rides that officer and allows himself to
he dietated to.

The Minister for Works: [ am in charee
of the Public Works Department; no one
nlse,

My, THOMSON: With all due respect
to the Minister, T contend that if he is to
do justice to this State, it is not fair to an
ofticer placed in chareer of such econstrne-
tion works, that the Minister shall interfere
with him and tell him that he must carry
out the work under certain conditions.

The Minister for Works: Nonsense! What
ix the Minister there for?

The Minister for Justice: T do not under-
vtand what you mean by “interference.”

Me, THOMSON: In thiz instance there
was interference by the AW.U'. througrh
the Minister,

The Minister for Works: I am paid to
carry out my duty.

Mr. THOMSON: In my opinion the Min-
ister did not earry out the duty for which

he was paid, nor did he look after the in-
terests of the State.

The Minister for Works: Well, read on
that statement. What was the verdiet?

Mr. THOMSOX: The statement con-
tinnes—

A compulsory confereree uuder the provi-

sions of the Act was held in Perth on the 15th
September, 1926.

The award was given exaetly ten weeks
after that ecompulsory conference took place.
This is the agreement that was arrived at.
The Minister went out of his way to accuse
we of misleading the publie, but I propose
to show that the statement I made and
which is reported in “Hansard” is fully sub-
stantinted here. As I have read, a com-
pulsmry conferenee under the provisions of
the Aet was held in Perth on the 15th Sep-
temher, 1926. As a resnlt of that confer-
ence an agreement was arrived at. That
was an agreement between the Minister
and-—

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort.

Mr. THOMSON : At the cempulsory con-
ference it was agreed that work should be
resumed with the platelaying zoing on at
the rate of half a mile a day. I stated that
the railway had heen earried on and prae-
tien'ly copleted at that rate.

The Minister for Works: Entirely wrong.
You rend the verdict.

Mr, THOMSQON : The Minister
dieted me,

The Minister for Works: And I will ¢on-
tradict you again.

Mr. THOMSON: On the 15th September
that compulsory conference was held in Perth
amd it was agreed that platelaving should
be earried on at the rate of half a mile a
day wnlil eertain malters had been decided.
The President, on the 22nd November, spoke
to the minntes of the award. There was 2
period of ten weeks hetween the compulsory
conference and the giving of the award. 1
undersinod from the Press reports—

The Minister for Works: Be fair
read the deecision. Be honest,

Mr. THOMSON : For ten weeks that rail-
way wag constructed at the rate of half a
nile a day.

The Minister for Works: That is a squib-
Iy statement, Read the deeiston.

AMr. THOMSOXN: T understood from the
Pre«s that the railway was almost ecom-
pleted when the strike took place, So for
ten weeks that railway was constructed at

contra-

and
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the rate of half a mile a day. It only goes
to show that the siatement I made was
perfeetly correct.

The Minister for Works: There was not
1 word of truth in it, You have not the
rourage to read out the verdict of the econrt.

My, THOMSON: I have the courage to
stand up to you.

The Minister for Works: Yes, the conrage
i repeat a mis-statement.

Mr. THOMSON: It is not a mis-state-
ment, T dexire that that be withdrawn.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! What is it the
hon. member would have withdrawn®

Mre, TIIOMSON: I made a statement
which is substantiated by the evidence.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not sure that the
Minister is not quite right in saying that
rthe hon. member is making a mis-statement.
It is perfeetly legitimate from the Minister’s
standpoint if in his opinion the hon. wnem-
ber is making a mis-statement regarding
his department

Mr. THOMSON: T have read out frow
this report—

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must

not go o er the same ground again. The
point has been decided.
Mr. TILOMSON: The Minister woull

have me read—

The Minister for Works: You will get it
ite the neeck when I start on you.

Mr. Latham: The Minister has no vight
to threaten. :

Mr. THOMSON: 1 feel that the aetion
of the Minister in over-riding the loeal an-
thorities and compelling them to comply
with eonditions not in accordance with the
Act is wrong and iz a misuse of the posi-
tion he occupics. I regret that one has to
deal with the question in this manmer, be-
cause one has to do his duty. 1 am not
afraid of the Minister. T have a duty to
perform. and I am going to do 1t
so long a3 I am heree If we are
to redure our eosts and if we arve
to provide comployment for men, we
shall have to adopt a different policy
and different methods from those that ab-
tain in the Public Works Department. I
trust the Government will use their influ-
ence with the Tmperial Government to see
that they do not put into effect what they
are sugeesting, namely, the withdrawal of
Tmperial preference.

The Premier: What do you think of the
situation in China?

Mr, THOMSON: I am dealing with Im-
perial  preference and with the positicn
which, if the Imperial Government put into
operation what they are suggesting, will
have & very serious effect on one or two
industries in Western Australia. To-night
we have discussed portion of a report dezl-
ing with group settlement. A provision of
that migration agreement is that we are to
take a eertain number of our kinsmen fron
overseas. For my part I should say the
more we get the better. But it is not goinyg
to be very much use to us if we ure to ac-
cept the responsibility of taking those peo-
ple and welcoming them, and if when wo
produce the eommodities and are desirous
of selling them we are not able to sell them
on a market that we have looked upon as
being one where we should have generous
treatment, It is going to have a very serious
effect on onr dried fruits indostry. Just
now we are very proud of the progress be-
ing made by the butter industry, and we
are hoping the dayv is not far distant whan
we shall be able to export our commodities.
But if we are not going to have that pre-
ference we have enjoyed in the past, it will
serionsly affect quite a number of people
in this State. In the opinion of some mem-
bers of our board, the existing Vermin Aect,
under which those in the settled areas are
contribufing a considerable amount to elimi-
nae pests in other distriets not so closely
settled, seriously requires amending. A sug-
gestion has been put forward which I hope
will be noted and if possible adopted. It is
that the Aet should be amended to provide
for the appointment in certain areas of ex-
pert dog and fox trappers. It is felt that
under existing ¢conditions very serions dam-
age is being done to stock. Only vesterday
there was brought under our notice the ex-
perience of one man, living quite close to a
town, who in two nights lost 22 sheep,
presumahly through the depredations of
one doz. People in the diztrict would wil-
lingly pay a substantial honus for the ean-
ture of thnt doz. It is felt that if there
were in varions districts expert trappers,
retainers eould he paid to them and speeinl
fees would he subseribed by loeal people in
sperial instanees.

The Premier: Wonld that not he <efting
up another State enterprise?

Ay THOMSOXN: It i< a State enterprive
to-day. and we are payine sub-tantinlle
through the vermin tax while the people
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who are suffering most are not getting the
benefit. Now that the Premier is interested
in farming, T want to n<sure hirn that if
unfortunatety be shonld meet with the same
experience as my friend who lost 22 fine
sheep, he wiil realise that something could
be done hy having an expert trapper in his
district, A ue-tion repeatedly a‘ked hy
the memhber tor Avon {Mr. Uriltiths) eon-
templates an amendment of the Hire Pur-
vhase Agrecment Act. Nowmething should
be done in the interests, not only of thos~
who bave entered intn such agreements, hut
aleo of the outside publie.  The present
position is very nnsatizfactory, and we are
told that we can take the eonditions or lenve
them. Tnder an ordinary hill of sale notice
has to be given hefore it ean he registered.
It is time that some simi'ar procedure was
adopted for the remisiration of hire pur-
chase agreements. There is also a further
phase seen in the position of a man who,
having pnrehased a machine and paid quite
a numher of instalments, is not ahle to eom-
itlete them. The machine is repossessed, hut
he is held responsible for the full payment.
notwith<tandine that he hias lost his machine.
T commend ta the Miri ter for Juctice tha
Canadian Aret, whieh has heen sshmifted to
his department by the member for Avan,
For nearly 10 vears thi= naHer hax heen
brouzht up time and time aunin. While T
have heen eriticising the Minister for Works
over some of his actions, T want to take thiz
opparfunity to thank the Premier for hav-
ing practieally fulfilled his promise—the
plans are prepared—to provide for the
town and di<triet of Katenning snitahle
publie buildines ta  replace the exictine
structure which, as the Premier vealises, is
totally inadenuate to the requirements of the
districk. A« far as possible and without
fear or favour, we should endeavour to in-
erease the production of Western Au-tralia;
heeause the more we can inerease produe-
tion, the more work shall we be providing
for the people. If only we can get a true
spirilt of eo-operation, 1 feel sure the pros-
pects of Western Australia will be brighter
than ever before. Thank Ged, apparently
we are poiug to have a good season. If we
get the scason we anticipale, and the esti-
mated auantity of wheat, I believe the Min-
ister for Railways afier the next harvest
wilt ko able to tell a very different story
when he submite his yearly halanes, We as
a party are only too willing and anxions fo

co-uperate with the Government in doing
the very lest we can to make this State
progress, and te see that work is provided
for everyone who wants it. People. how-
ever, must he willing to work when ewploy-
ment is olfered to them, Whilst we muy
ditfer, and differ materially, uapon matters
nf poliey, T think it is the desire of ull see-
tions of the community to see that Western
Anstralia  woex ahead and flouriches, anl
that emploFment is available to such an ex-
tent that no person neeil go without it.

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-

journed.

House adjourned at 8.16 pan.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

p.an., and read pravers.

QUESTION—RETIRING ALLOWANCES
AND PENSIONS.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOOM
asked the Chief Seeretary: What was the
amount of (a) retiring allowances, and (b}
pensions paid by the Government during the
financial year ended the 30th June last?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: For
vear ended 30th June, 1929—(a) £1,436 5s.
8d.; (b) £64,107 18s. 1d. The additional in-
formation requested yesterday by the hon.
member is not available to the State Gov-
ernment, it being Commonwealth expendi-
ture.



